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She was at the end of her tether and stopped dead. They hailed
a taxi. She continued with the tale of her woes.

"Never any let-up for me! This evening I've got to go to the
Cirque Medrano with the pair of them, because Donald, who's
got some supper engagement or other, insists on my being there
to take the child home. Can't you imagine what fun that drive
back will be for me in the company of a self-righteous and hostile
little* miss!"

Fabien asked her why she didn't leave Larsen. She replied that
she no longer felt strong enough or brave enough to live alone.

"And who would have me now, Fabien?"

He turned away without replying. Having dropped her at her
door, he went*home on foot. He, too, would go to the circus
that evening. The thought helped him to bear the burden of
existence. He must learn how to get what enjoyment he could
out of small, brief pleasures. Walking in Paris was, he had
found, the best way of escaping from his troubles. Sometimes
he would wake from his fits of dreaming in the middle of the
road with traffic swirling round him. To-night he reached his
room without taving the slightest idea of the route he had
taken. He was surprised to see a light shining from under his
door. Jacques Mainz, his fellow-student at the llcole des Chartes,
had been waiting for three-quarters of an hour. This was the
first time he had ever paid Fabien a visit. He apologized for
intruding on his privacy in this way, but the matter about which
he had come was urgent. The Director was thinking of taking
disciplinary measures against Dezaymeries on the ground that
he absented himself from half his lectures.

"Don't you know any doctor who would give you a bogus
certificate? That'd do the trick. There's a friend of mine: I'd
gladly give you an introduction."

Fabian looked at the mass of untidy hair, at the pimply face,
at the eyes which would have been fine if they had not grown
dim from poring over manuscripts. The whole man was a
product of laborious days spent in a library. He said: